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15th Sunday after Pentecost        September 1, 2024 

NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
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Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 

*Gathering Song:  

 

Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was 
raised on the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 

 



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 
 

Silence for Reflection. 

Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, 

but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us 

cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions among 

ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In your great 

mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of need, and turn us 

to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

L: God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you have 

been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins are 

forgiven. 

C: Amen. 
 

* SHARING THE PEACE 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.     

 C: And also with you. 

 

GREETING    (Please be seated)      

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.       

C: And also with you. 



Kyrie: 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of Praise: Glory to God 

 



Prayer of the Day: O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. 
Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that 
arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

Bell Choir: “The Battle Hymn of the Republic”  

Children’s Sermon                                                                                Jana Thompson 

Children’s Sunday School 

      WORD 

The 1st lesson is a reading from Deuteronomy, the 4th chapter. 
So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so 
that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is 
giving you. You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away anything 
from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 
You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 
discerning people!” For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God 
is whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as 
this entire law that I am setting before you today? But take care and watch yourselves closely, 
so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind 
all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children.   

The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 15. (Read Responsively 

Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill? 

Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from 
their heart; 

they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast discredit 
upon a neighbor. 

In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the Lord. 
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 

They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.   



The 2nd lesson is a reading from James, the 1st chapter. 
 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own 
purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of 
his creatures. You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to 
speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid 
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the 
implanted word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely 
hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like 
those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, 
immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in 
their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 
this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 
world. 

The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation:   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter.    

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around [Jesus], they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 
without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly 
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from 
the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the 
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why 
do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 
He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  ‘This people 
honors me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, 
teaching human precepts as doctrines. ’You abandon the commandment of God and hold to 
human tradition. “Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, 
and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 
that come out are what defile. “For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions 
come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
slander, pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon: We’ve always done it that way                                     Lay Leader Bill Gerth  
 

Hymn of the Day: 

 

 



* Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.                               
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.   Amen 

      THANKSGIVING 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts.  

 
*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, 
all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost.   Amen 

*Offertory Prayer:  Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these 
gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen. 

* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “Merciful God,” is 
“receive our prayer.” 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

SENDING 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)       Lay Leader Bill Gerth  

God all mighty, God most merciful ☩ bless you, and keep you, and give you peace 

C: Amen. 
 

 



*Sending Song  

 

 

L: Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

Postlude 

Lay Leader                           Bill Gerth 
Organist / Keyboard  Kathy Meller 
Song Leader            Dan Tschirgi 
Acolyte            Lucas Plochberger 
Audio / Video Technician         Roger Pennell 
Reader    Erika Gerth 
Council             Jana Thompson 
Greeters            Jason & Jacklyn Wood  
Altar Flowers   Donita Stubinger 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Pastor David wishes to thank everyone for your continued prayers. The end is approaching 
and He continues to sit at Donna’s side. Pastor reminds us that Jesus said, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Donna has been burdened for 24 
years of ill health, and she is weary from the long ordeal. The greatest rest for her is in the 
arms of Christ who gives her new life without pain and struggles. May God’s will be done on 
earth, as it is in heaven. Peace to you all, Pastor David. 

Thank you to the families of Bracher, Loesch and Russell for hosting today’s Fellowship Hour.  

The Bell Choir will be performing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” today.  

Children’s Sunday School: will be held right after the Children’s Sermon  

Annual Meeting for the Perpetual Cemetery Fund Inc.:  Will be held September 15 at 1:00 
pm in the Friendship Hall at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Lohman.  

The Annual Chili Supper planning at St. Paul’s  has begun again for Sunday October 6th. Work and 
donation requests will be handed out in the next couple of weeks.  Please support our WELCA by 
helping with the labor, request for chili, food items or donations. Also remember to start thinking 
about items for the “Country Store” We are always in need of canned or baked goods, fresh garden 
produce and craft items. We greatly appreciate your help. 

The WELCA Mid-Mo Fall Gathering will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2024 at St. 
Andrews Lutheran Church, in Columbia beginning at 9:00 am with registration and refreshments. The 
in-kind gifts will be given to Love Columbia. Body care products, household cleaners as well as 
monetary gifts will be appreciated. Please let Marie Scheperle know by September 20 if you plan to 
attend. We will carpool from the church parking lot.  

Hymn History - Frances Havergal wrote our Sending Song in 1874 as a prayer that God would 
draw us closer to him.  The prayer was made a hymn named “Take my Life and Let It Be” to a tune 
called “Hendon” that was composed in France in the early 1800’s.  Later our hymn was set to a tune 
written by her father, the Rev. William Havergal, and named “Take My Life, That I May Be”.  There 
are many accounts of Frances Havergal’s divine inspirations for her life and writings.  One is that She 
“…first saw the blessedness of true consecration…as a flash of electric light, and what you see you 
can never unsee.  There must be full surrender before there can be full blessedness.”  She gave up 
secular music and donated all her jewelry to a mission, retaining one broach as a memorial to her 
parents and a locket which contained a holy portrait of her niece in heaven. 
Sources:  “Then Sings My Soul” by Robert J. Morgan.  Also hymnary.org 
 
Schedule for Online Services: 
Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live: 
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  All services can be viewed at any time on our 
St. Paul’s website: http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and 
click on the service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for 
current and past bulletins.         Pastor David Viles 


