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Baptism of Our Lord      January 12, 2025 
 
NOTE: Hearing assist devices are available in the narthex for worship services.  
Please see an Usher or Greeter if needed. 
 
Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
*Gathering Song:  
 

 



Remembering that Jesus the Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins, and was raised on 
the third day giving us eternal life.   We continue with confession and forgiveness. 
 
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever.  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.    

C:  Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another, trusting in God’s endless 
mercy and love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Merciful God, 
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act 
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we 
resist your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the 
worst about one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their 
grasp. Show us your lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, 
that we may live in Christ’s ways. 
Amen. 
P: God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. I have 
called you by name. You are mine.” In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are made 
free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. 
C:Amen. 
 
* SHARING THE PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    
C: And also with you. 
 
GREETING    (Please be seated)      
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
C: And also with you. 
 



Kyrie: 

 
 



Hymn of Praise: 

 



Prayer of the Day:  
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your 
beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen.  
 
Children’s Sermon 

WORD 
 

The 1st lesson is a reading from Isaiah, the 43rd chapter. 
 
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do 
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned and the flame shall not consume you. For 
I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and 
I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. Do not fear, for 
I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; I 
will say to the north, “Give them up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from 
far away and my daughters from the end of the earth—everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 

The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 29. (Read Responsively) 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; worship the Lord in the beauty of 

holiness. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon 
the mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of 
splendor.  
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the Lord bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness.  the Lord shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh.  



The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the 
temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king 
forevermore. 
 O Lord, give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace. 
  

The 2nd lesson is a reading from Acts, the 8th chapter. 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 
sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit 1(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. 
  The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 

 
* Gospel Acclamation:   

 
 

*The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you 
I am well pleased.” 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 



Sermon: “The Threshing Floor”                         Pastor David Viles  
 

 
Hymn of the Day:   
 

 
 
 
Apostle’s Creed – Please stand.   
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
* The Prayers of Intercession:  The congregation’s response to “God of grace,” is “hear 
our Prayer.” 



MEAL 
 

Offering: We worship God by giving back a little of what he has first given us. God calls us by 
the Holy Spirit to care for all of God’s people and creation through these gifts. Through this 
small sacrifice, God’s love is shown through us, to those who are in need. 
 
*(Please Stand) Offertory: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all 
creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 
*Offertory Prayer:  God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to 
the depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts. Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
*Holy, Holy, Holy     

 
 
 
* Words of Institution – Eucharist Prayer 
 
 
 
 



*The Lord’s Prayer:     
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
 
Distribution of the Elements 

 
Lamb of God 

 
 
*Blessing after the Meal                       Pastor David Viles 
 
*(544 verse 1) Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, worship, thanks, devotion voicing; 
glory be to God on high! Christ, your cross and passion sharing, by this Eucharist 
declaring yours the final victory. 
 
*Prayer after Communion:  
Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing 
for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 
C: Amen. 

 
 



SENDING 
 

*Blessing: (Please Stand)                                                      Pastor David 
 

The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send you 
in love. 
C: Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:  

 
 
 
 
 
P: Go in peace. Live in hope. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 



Presiding Minister                   Pastor David Viles 
Organist / Keyboard   Zola Finch 
Song Leader   Dan Tschirgi 
Acolyte   Oliver Stoermer  
Audio / Video Technician        Roger Pennell 
Reader          Carol Elliott 
Council   Kent Nelson 
Greeters   Jason & Jacklyn Wood 
Communion Assistant   Devin Koestner 
Communion Ware    Laurie & Jerry Koestner   
Altar Flowers   Katheryn Linsenbardt 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Fruendschaft Gruppe – Thank you to everyone who came out to take down the Christmas 
tree and remove all the decorations.  
 
Annual Congregational Meeting will be next Sunday. All reports have been emailed to 
everyone who has shared an email address. If you didn’t receive a report package, please pick 
one up in the Narthex on the table before you leave and please come and stay after worship 
next Sunday to find out what is happening and vote as you are led by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Hymn History - Our Hymn of the Day “Shall We Gather at the River” was written by a 
cheerful pastor of mid-1800’s Baptist churches in the Eastern United States.  Robert Lowry, 
called the “Good Doctor” was said to have a great ability to vividly describe pictures from his 
imagination, captivating audiences with his own inspirational thoughts.  He set some of Fanny 
Crosby’s hymns to music, and wrote the words and music to the gospel song “What can wash 
away my Sins?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”  On a sweltering day in July 1864, he mused 
about Revelation 22:1 “And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb.”  In Robert Lowry’s mind, the words 
gradually came together along with the hymn.  First came the question “Shall we gather at the 
River?”  Then came the answer “Yes, we’ll gather.” 
 
Schedule for Online Services: 
Services are at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings on FaceBook Live:  
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsChurchOnTheHill  
All services can be viewed at any time on our St. Paul’s website: 
http://www.stpaulslutheranlohman.org just scroll down to the middle section and click on the 
service of your choice under “In Case You Missed It.” Below that is another section for 
current and past bulletins.  
                 Pastor David Viles 
 
 


